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SSMU Dental Plan Called a “Facade 



by Terry Parolin 



Leading Dentist Questions Plan's Legitimacy 



T he McGill Student Health 
Plan is a money-making 
scam operated by a private 
operation, according to a promi- 
nent dentist. 

But the plan's administrators 
deny the accusations and claim 
that they are part of a smear cam- 
paign by the Québec Dental Asso- 
ciation- a lobby group for dental 
professionals in Quebec, leaving 
McGill students squarely in the 
middle. 

The SSMU Health and Dental 
Plan, by name, implies that it is ad- 
ministered by the elected officials 
of SSMU. It is actually adminis- 
tered by the Québec Student 



Health Alliance (ASEQ). ASEQ is 
a brokerage bouse which sells the 
insurance plan underwritten by 
Liberty Health, one of the largest 
insurance companies in North 
America 

Students who subscribe to the 
current Dental Plan are eligible for 
100% reimbursement if they use 
one of the 00 dentists on ASEQ’s 
network. 

Dr. Barry Dolman, past-presi- 
dent of the Canadian Dental Asso- 
ciation and a past member of the 
Quebec Dental Surgeons' Associa- 
tion (QDSA) Board of Governors, 
called the network a "facade.” He 
suggested that for the most part, 



"the majority of the dentists listed 
have struggling practices and are 
looking for more patients." 

Lev Bukman, executive direc- 
tor of ASEQ, quickly opposed the 
accusation. He contended that the 
Quebec Dental Surgeons’ Associa- 
tion directed a campaign to den- 
tists to effectively turn them 
against the ASEQ. According to 
him, “(the QDSA| have spent sub- 
stantial amounts to try to stop us." 

Bukman responded to Dol- 
man’s concern by calling it "a ri- 
diculous and slanderous claim. 
[The] ASEQ does not recruit den- 
tists, but it grows by word of mouth 
in the dental community and stu- 



dents asking their dentists to join." 

He also added that last year, in 
a meeting. Dr. Dolman remarked 
to Bukman that; "students are all 
from wealthy families and don't 
need discounts” and accused the 
plan of hurting dentists. 

Dolman also criticized the plan 
for containing a poorly constnicted 
network that could easily fail. Last 
y\* r the number of network den- 
tists wv 10. This year, 99 are tak- 
ing part; with 3 in Toronto and 
even 1 in Vancouver. 

Dolman’s concern is that the 
number of students served by the 
plan far exceed the number of den- 
tists physically able to serve them 



and their own roster of patients, 
particularly after you eliminate 
dentists located in Magog and 
Laval. 

There are the allegations that 
network dentists may perform un- 
necessary procedures to recover 
the additional 30% they discount 
from Canada’s dental fee guide. If 
a student visits a network dentist, 
he/she can claim 100% of the cost, 
while if a he/she sees a non-net- 
work dentist, only 70% can be 
claimed. The 30% difference is not 
an extra payout from the insurance 
company, but rather, a discount 
offered by the network dentists. 
(continued on page 9) 



Bank Merger Looms 



STUDENTS SHARED IN FINANCIAL SECTOR SHUFFLE 



by Jon Bricker 

L ooming threats of 
megabank mergers have 
many Canadians con- 
cerned that students across the 
country are about to receive yet 
another damaging blow to their al- 
ready bleak financial situations. 

Last Tuesday, a government 
Task Force released its report sug- 
gesting preliminary approval of the 
two proposed mergers between the 
Royal Bank of Canada and the 
Bank of Montreal, and the Cana- 
dian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
and the Toronto Dominion Bank. 
The two resulting institutions 
would control 70% of Canada’s 
banking assets. This has critics 
fearing that these impending con- 
solidations will drive a nail in to 
the coffin of Canadian students. 

"It doesn't seem like the Liberal 
Party is running to the defense of 
students," said Lihby Davies, New 
Democratic Party (NDP) Critic for 
Youth, Post-Secondary Education 
and Social Programs, and member 
of parliament for Vancouver East. 
“Students are being put at the 
mercy of the banks." 

The NDP and the Council of Ca- 



nadians have led opposition to the 
proposed mergers so far, contend- 
ing that, among other things, the 
mergers would lead to lessened 
competition and even higher inter- 
est rates in the student loan indus- 
try. Ultimately this gives banks the 
powers to decide who can and can- 
not study at the post-secondary 
level. 

A recent Council of Canadians 
report claims that students have a 
hard time getting loans already. 

“The government can approve 
you fora loan but the bank can still 
turn you down if they aren’t happy 
with your credit history. If the 
mergers go through, there will be 
less competition in the banking in- 
dustry and even fewer choices for 
students," the report said. "The 
banks have a monopoly on student 
loans. No other financial institu- 
tions offer these loans." 

Meanwhile, the federal Liberals 
who commissioned the Task Force 
are saying that they have made no 
decisions on the mergers. But fi- 
nance minister Paul Martin has de- 
fended the Task Force’s Report. 

“The Report contains a number 
of important recommendations 
with respect to strengthening the 



protection of consumers, and en- 
suring a consumer-responsive fi- 
nancial services sector," he said. 
“The essence of the Report is very 
clear: that the public interest and 
consumer interest must provide 
the basis for any decision on the 
future of the financial services sec- 
tor.” 

But if the public interest in- 
cludes student interests, some crit- 
ics say the Report has been unre- 
sponsive. 

"The reports we’ve seen don’t 
pay any particular attention to stu- 
dents,” said Davies. She added that 
she has seen no indication that fu- 
ture efforts to seek public opinion 
will involve students. 

As cause for her concern, 
Davies cites the recent cuts of 
$1. 5-billion from federal trans- 
fer payments to provinces for 
post-secondary education, ris- 
ing student debt, and the turno- 
ver of loan programs to the 
banks. 

In response to this, Scott 
Reid spokesperson for Paul 
Martin’s office, said "The trans- 
fers were diminished... We had 
to get the deficit under control.” 

But Davies says a decision to 



allow the mergers 
would just mean the 
continuance of a gov- 
ernmental trend of dis- 
regard for students in 
post-secondary educa- 
tion. "Students often get 
screwed around by the 
banks. They're being 
treated as commercial 
loans, not social invest- 
ments," she said. 

Changes including the 
shut down of several local 
government loan offices 
have left students strug- 
gling to understand their 
rights and options in ob- 
taining loans, Davies said. 
"Allowing banks to con- 
trol social programs is 
wrong. Now we're allow- 
ing them to make money 
off that." 

Martin, who is respon- 
sible for the ultimate de- 
cision on the mergers, re- 
ferred Thesday’s report to 
a House Standing Com- 
mittee who will soon kick 
off nationwide hearings 
to seek public input into 
the merger proposals. 
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WANTED: PROGRAMMERS 



If you are an energetic, motivated individual 
with talent in-the following areas 



C, C++, Java, SQL, HTML 



email us! intern@re-NET.ca 



re : \ m \\ wants you i 



Bargains. 



As a McGill student or staff member, you’re entitled to incredible 
educational discounts on a wide variety of produces at the McGill 
Computer Store. These arc passed along to our customers direct from 
the manufacturer, and as a result our prices are often much lower than 
you’d find anywhere else. For more information give as a call at 
398-5025, or come and visit us in Room 112 _ _ 

of Burnside Hall. You can also — 

lind us on the World Wide Web S^B5S9lr ■ 

at http://wsvw.mcgiii.ca/mcs. McGill Computer Store 




Café ["Etranger 

680 St. Catherine St. West 
(corner University) 

tel: 392-9016 



3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 


- 1455 Peel St., Metro Level 
Les Cours Mont-Royal 


843-7117 


- 2020 University 

Pres. Kennedy, Metro Level 


284-0266 


- 3575 Park Ave. 

Corner Prince Arthur 
Galeries du Parc (La Cité) 


849-6176 




EDDY BISHARA 
PHARMACY 



The Tutorial Service is recruiting tutors 

for all subjects. 

Requirements are: . 

1. Must be McGill students 

2. Undergrads must have a CGPA above 3.0. S 

Graduate Students must be in good standing. ( COfltact US 

3. A- minimum in the course(s) they want to tutor. \ i 

f. Must have good verbal communication skills. ' 

The remuneration is the following (Powell, 3637 Peel, rm 301 

1. $15 per hour cash from McGill clients \ Tel: (511) 398-6011 

2. Flex hours, your tutoring schedule J Fax: (514) 393-8199 

is arranged between you . — /email: tut 0 ring@ 5 tciserv.lan.mcgill.ca 

and your clients. (web: www.mcgill.ca/stuserv/tutorialiitm 
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It’s never too late to volunteer at QPIRG! 

If you’re interested in getting involved in social justice or environmental activism, then check out QPIRG’s Working Groups: 



I 



ACCES (Academic Cooperation for Environmental Sustainability) is looking for volunteers to help with 
participatory action research projects and workshops. Call 398-7432 for more info. 

A Just Coffee promote fair trade as an alternative to conventional trade focusing on the issues of equity and 
long term community development. Monday September 21 at G:30 in the QPIRG office. 

Blood Sisters is an ever growing coaltion generating more and more creative projects to raise awareness 
surrounding menstrual politics. Drop in time at the McGill Women’s Union (423 of Shatner) Wednesdays from 
1 :30 to 2:30. Will he showing video at Concordia on Thursday Oct. 1, call 398-7432 for more info. 

Campus and Community Environmental Action mplements recycling, energy effeciency and other 
responsible resource use on campus. learns work in residences, organizing composting, writing newspaper 
columns, and lots of other projects. Tuesday Septeber 22 at G:00 in the QPIRG office. 

This fall, Corporate Watch McGill will focus on opposing the threat posed to our academic freedom by 
corporate investment at McGill, by means of research, education and direct action. Monday September 2 1 at 
5:00 in the QPIRG office. 

Criminal Injustice aims to highlighting the nature of the criminal "justice" system and to exploring alterna- 
tives to dealing with anti-social behaviour . Call for 398-7432 for info. 

By hosting speakers, educational workshops, retreats and educational movie presentations, EarthSavc helps 
people to make a healthy choice about their eating habits. Every Monday at 6:30 in the QPIRG office. 

girlSpace is an after school program for young women aged 1 2- 1 7, focusing on self esteem and leadership 
issues. Women volunteers needed to facilitate and develop workshops on specific issues. Men are welcome to 
start an equivalent group for boys. Monday Septeber 21 at 5:00 in the QPIRG office 

Queer Straight Alliance’s objective is to encourage positivity and acceptance of people of all different sexual 
orientations and identities, and further, to make this positivity visible throughout McGill campus. Monday 
September 21 at G:30 at the Newman Cantre (3484 Peel). 

Student Activist Newspaper is a national publication that includes news and features on 
activism of all kinds, from teachers strikes, to tuition demos to First Nations resistance. Call 398- 
7432 for more info. 



Other upcoming events: ; 

QPIRG Board of Directors meeting Tuesday September j 
22 at 6:30 in the QPIRG office. Come to find out how i 
QPIRG is managed. 

QPIRG Volunteer Training Retreat October 2-4. Come 
join us in the country for a fun, relaxing weekend filled : 
with workshops and activities. Cost $25 including food 1 
and transporation. 

Our Community Action in the City Bus Tour has been 
rescheduled for Friday September 25 from l-4pm. I 

But I don’t have time to volunteer! 

• Looking for a term paper topic for your class? Then check out 
the topics available through our Research Internship Pro- 
gram. You can come to our office to get a booklet, or visit our 
website. 

• Come visit our library and borrow any of our hundreds of 
books and magazines, on lots of social and evironmental issues. 

J^Vndi^OL^tMKlT^^fia^QpiR^^a^^otNn^t^ofTcrToi^^ : 
you, then you're welcome to get your refund of your 
QPIRG fee of $3. Come to the office, any weekday in 
October (except Thanksgiving day) from 11 to 4. 




Where does all this stuff happen? In our office, 3647 Unviersity Street, 3rd Floor. Find out more about our events and activités by 
visiting out website at http://ssmu.mcgill.ca/qpirg or call us at 398-7432. We’re generally open from 10-5:30, Monday to Friday. 



The Quebec Public Interest Research Group at McGill • students working for social and environmental change 
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A gainst the Grain 

Looks Like the Liberals Are Bailing Out of Spending Promises 



I f the surplus is going to he 
less than predicted, why are 
we spending more on debt 
repayment and tax reduction 
and less on new spending? This 
is the question I pose to the Lib- 
eral government, and to the citi- 
zens of Canada. 

Looking back to the election 
promises made by the Liberals 
in 1997 I remember feeling nau- 
seous, anticipating the immi- 
nent victory of a party based on 
deficit reduction, and only defi- 
cit reduction. 

But low and behold the Lib- 
erals have exceeded even my ex- 
pectations. Jean Chretien’s re- 
cent betrayal of yet another elec- 
tion promise begs one to ask 
whether the prime minister and 
his friends have considered, 
even for a moment, the idea of 
representative democracy. We 
elect the government on a plat- 
form. They deliver that plat- 
form. 




volume 88 number 5 



editorial olflcei: 

MHO Mt Tammi Sr., MoviiIal, QC, b««>m B-03, II3A 1X9 

business and advertising office: 

MHO MiTavimi Si., Mumi/al, QC, ium B-07, 1I3A 1X9 



email: 

uitSi.LNtiuiinn.MT 

lax: 



editorial: 

(SH). 398-6784 

butlnest/advertislng; 

(514)- 398-6790 



buslnesi manager 

MaUAÜ Sdllltl 

assistant business manager 

Jo-Asm Picxti 

advertising management: 

Dm Mown, lions Niilimiv 

advertising layout and design: 

Mam llnooui 

contributors: 

Jou Dan in, Jams Yat, Oust lltuiuoiu, 
Ussus MtniisiiLts, Tim Fiuuis, MiuJsmji 



co-ordinating editor 

Vmiis Omis 

co-ordinating news editor. 

JtIF WlBflkl 

co-ordinating culture editor 
Minim Mrsrin 
news editors: 

Jsmis Oios,- 

culture editors: 

A.v»a Ausnixis,- 

features editor. 

Ilts llsinr 
photo editor 

Liu IUsiis 

layout and design co-ordinators: 

Linoi Aonuiu-BsMT , Am Papafuaa 

ottlce manager/ online editor. 

linn, i Aiiuiiiu-llFisr 

délit français: 

PaIMI K PXIMFAII 



All contents 01998 Daily Publications Society. All 
rights reserved. The content of this oe»spiper is the 
responsibility of the McGill Daily anti does not 
necessarily represent the views of McGill L'nittrsity or 
he Students’ Society of McGill University. Products or 
companies adtertiicd in this newspaper arc not 
necessarily endorsed by the Daily slalT. Printed by 
Payette A Simms, Montreal, Québec. 

The Dally is a founding member of Canadian 
University Press and Presse étudiante du Québec. 

Printed on 20% Recycled Paper. 

L * ISSN 1192-4608 



The betrayal I’m speaking of 
was delivered in Chretien's eco- 
nomic speech last weekend. Debt 
repayment will be over the S3-bil- 
lion projected in the last budget. 
This comes at the same time that 
Liberals are warning us the sur- 
plus will not he as much as they 
estimated previously. 

In the final analysis, according 

BY 

Jeff 

Webber 



to Edward Greenspon of The 
Globe And Mail this results in, 
"at least S5-billion in tax and debt 
relief versus perhaps Sl-billion 
new spending next year.” This 5:1 
ratio flies in the face of their 1:1 
promise. 

How this contradicts the Lib- 
erals’ promises is basic. They 
promised that any new surpluses 
would be spent 50% on debt re- 
payments and 50% on new 
spending. 

I see this as key. They sold the 
public with their deficit hysteria, 
and now that the public has en- 
dured their onslaught of social 
spending cut backs - thoroughly 
eroded transfer payments - it is 
time for the Liberals to implement 
what in itself was a meager prom- 
ise. 

If the deficit was all we were 
supposed to be concerned about 
in the past, are we now supposed 
to jump on another hysterical, 
unfounded bandwagon called 
‘debt reduction', and ‘tax cuts’, or 
as I like to think of it 'a road back 
to the 1980s via Thatcher and 
Reagan’. 

The Liberals are taking advan- 
tage of the ugly reality that exists 
in Canadian politics today. A 
three part divide has left the Lib- 
erals in a virtually undisputed 
position: a divided Right between 
the Reform party and the Con- 
servatives; Quebec's support for 
the Bloc Québécois; and the New 
Democratic Party’s (NDP) moder- 
ate Left stance moving progres- 
sively Right. 

The only salient aspect of our 
national politics as it stands, is the 
Liberals’ awareness of their seat 
at the top. They are not even both- 
ering with their usual rhetoric as 
they dismantle the promises they 
made in 1997. 

Chrétien has now pledged that 
the $5. 7-billion surplus of the first 
three months of the year will go 
only to debt repayment. How does 
Chrétien plan to defend this 
move? It is necessary that we take 
the government to task. Repre- 



sentative democracy does not 
work when the prime minister 
of a country arbitrarily enacts 
policy which irrefutably ignores] 
previous promises to the voters. 

Lets take a look at what ex- 
actly these new policies mean 
in terms of long term socia 
safety net erosion. On top of the 
new move to debt repayment, 
what is particularly disturbing 
is the Liberals' obsession with 
tax cuts. 

Tax cuts are widely acknowl 
edged, even among the Liberals 
themselves, as the most expen- 
sive form of spending, simply by 
virtue of the number of people 
to which they apply. 

It would cost us far less to dig 
from the public surplus and put 
into our eroding social sectors - 
health care, education, and wel- 
fare - and make a real impact, 
than it is going to cost to make a 
very minimal tax cut. 

In addition to this, tax reduc- 
tions do not benefit the poorest 
sectors of our society. We can 
thus add tax cuts to the Liber- 
als’ list of initiatives to lure mul- 
tinational investors into this 
country. They argue it is to make 
our environment hospitable to 
investors. 

More than hospitable, we’re 
providing a haven. I would ar- 
gue that tlie poor deserve greater] 
comfort from our government 
policies than do multinational 
corporations which have no long] 
term stakes in the enrichment of 
our country. 

Further, tax cuts are the most 
permanent action a government 
can take, which consequently 
spells out the bleakest picture for] 
the future of our social security 
net. 

A spending increase in the vi 
tal social service areas I men 
tioned above can easily be aban 
doned in times of necessary - or] 
even just supposedly necessary 
- fiscal austerity. We have obvi 
ously witnessed the ease witli 
which our social programs can 
he attacked in the last few years 
of the Chrétien government 
Once a tax cut is in place, it is 
extremely difficult to get the 
public behind an increase in 
taxes when more money for the 
public purse is needed. 

Even more important than the 
present hysteria of debt reduc- 
tion and tax cuts, however, is the 
fact that our federal government 
does not feel the need to consult 
us when it drastically deviates 
from its platform. The govern 
mont has no mandate to do what 
they are presently doing. I for 
one reject their arrogant disre 
spect for our interests. 



Joe Clark’s Atti- 
tude: Cynical To- 
wards Students 



L ast Wednesday, former 
Prime Minister and cur 
rent candidate for the 
leadership of the Progressive 
Conservative Party, Joe Clark, 
addressed a group of McGill stu- 
dents. In the question period 
that followed his remarks, a stu- 
dent asked his opinion about the 
Ontario government’s decision 
to deregulate certain tuition 
fees. Clark claimed that he was 
"not familiar with the situa- 
tion.” 

On the surface, Clark's pro- 
fessed ignorance is all hut plausi- 
ble. As a leadership candidate of 
a major political party, it is his 
business to he familiar with issues 
affecting nil Canadians, students 
included. According to a cam- 
paign document entitled Joe 
Clark: A Profile, his daughter "is 
a student at the University of To- 
ronto." The tuition deregulation 
issue was widely reported in the 
mainstream media. The August 
26th edition of the Toronto Star 
reported that, “the province, in 
May, removed the cap on what 
universities can charge in engi- 
neering, medicine, dentistry and 
law." Similar reports appeared in 
other major newspapers includ- 
ing the Globu and Mail and the 
Ottawa Citizen. Are we to believe 
the former Prime Minister is ig- 
norant of tlie Harris government’s 
decision to deregulate tuition 
fees? 

it is more plausible that Joe 
Clark just didn't want to talk 
about the issue, which should 
hardly be surprising. In an ad- 
dress to students at l’Université 
de Montréal, Clark offered that, 
“most ‘social’ matters are en- 
tirely, or primarily, within pro- 
vincial jurisdiction.” Further, 
lie said that, "needs and condi- 
tions vary so greatly from place 
to place. Obviously, this argues 
for reinforcing provincial and 
even local authority and flex- 
ibility in social programs.” It is 
relatively easy to deduce from 
this information that Clark sees 
no role for the federal govern- 
ment in preventing provincial 
governments from deregulating 
tuition fees. Doing so would bo 
inconsistent with reinforcing 
provincial authority in social 
matters. 

The same campaign docu- 
ment describes the former Prime 



Minister as, "one of tlie first fis- 
cal conservatives of tlie modern 
era." A Clark campaign pam- 
phlet mentioned his, "targeted 
program to bring down Canada's 
debt, and introduce lax changes 
designed to encourage job crea- 
tion and economic growth," yet 
makes no mention of reinvest- 
ment or new spending. Do these 
sound like the words of some- 
one preparing to invest in edu- 
cation? 

Maybe joe Clark has so little 
respect for students that in or- 
der to avoid saying something 
unpopular lie feigns ignorance 
and assumes no one will notice. 
Or maybe lie cares so little about 
the issues facing students that lie 
really knows nothing about 
well-publicized and important 
developments that could dra- 
matically affect students includ- 
ing his own daughter. Is this re- 
ally the kind of leadership that 
will, "reach out to Canadians 
from coast to coast and earn hack 
their support?" 

In either case, Joe Clark acted 
in a callous manner. He should 
have known about the deregula- 
tion. And lie should have been 
forthright enough to admit that as 
Prime Minister lie would do noth- 
ing to stop it. It is that kind of 
commitment and honesty that 
might restore failli in Joe Clark's 
Party. 
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Couple and Family Counselling 



The Couple and Family Clinic 
McGill School of Social Work 
3506 University Street 

Relationship or family issues? 
Parenting problems? 

Intimacy distress? 

Communication problems with your partner? 

For appointment call : 398-2821 

It’s confidential, 

No fee for service, 

and conveniently located on the McGill campus. 
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Take on your Future. 

Let Canada’s Youth Employment 

Strategy help. 

Call 1 800 935-5555 



□ Get work experience and 
internship opportunities 
here at home and abroad. 

□ Get the latest on-line 
career planning and labour 
market information. 

□ Find out about youth hiring 
incentives for employers. 

□ Get tax and interest relief 
on student loans. 



□ Get financial assistance 
through the Canada 
Student Loans Program. 

□ Get Canada study grants if 
you’re a student with 
dependents. 

□ Get tax breaks on RRSP 
withdrawals if you’re a 
mature or part-time student. 

□ Find out how the 
Millennium Scholarship 
Fund might work for you. 



□ Find out how the Canada 
Education Savings Grant 
assists parents saving for 
their children's education. 

□ Find out how the National 
Graduate Register helps 
private companies recruit 
recent grads for permanent 
jobs and students for 
summer, and co-op jobs. 



You can also connect with Canada’s Youth Employment Strategy 
by visiting the Youth Resource Network at www.youth.gc.ca 



Youth f Stratégie 
Employment I emploi 
Strategy jeunesse 



•Jr&W >' J 







Canada 












7^:,r 





m 



i • . * 



mm 




\ d&x A 






NETTOYEUR— CLEANERS 



Student Discounts 
Same Day Service 
Tailor on Premises 
Open Sundays 



Richard Bookman 

PRESIDENT 

3590 Jeanne Mance 

(opposite MovieLand) 



( 514 ) 843-7223 








Voices from Russia 

Personal accounts on 
the ruble’s fall 

by Dasha M. erkusheva 



U How is the ruble doing?" 
and "Has Russia’s 
economy come to its com- 
plete and inevitable end?" are 
but a few versions of the same 
question I encountered upon 
my arrival from Moscow. I be- 
gan, initially, giving largely op- 
timistic answers until.... 

Deprived of any news from 
borne fora week or so, I decided 
to watch the News on TV. 

A terrifying report on 
Russia showed the people 
waiting in endless lines, 
and a political system in 
chaos. 

I realize from past ex- 
perience that the informa- 
tion transmitted via TV. 
radio and papers is often 
inaccurate. Freque n 1 1 y 
mainstream media’s fi- 
nancial and political in- 
terests lead to sensation- 
alism and distortion of 
events and situations, i 
decided not to believe 
what I saw and turned to 
more reliable sources: people 
living in Russia. 

However, their reality is in 
fact as had as the news portrays 
it. The notorious line ups to buy 
staple foods and withdraw 
money from banks, the appoint- 
ment of a new conservative 
Prime-Minister, Yevgeny 
Primakov, and the scare of tur- 
moil this coming October (as 
promised by Russian trade lead- 
ers) are all very real. 

Contemplating the 
causes 

Russian journalists, political 
analysts and citizens speculate 
on different reasons for the 
emergence of this last crisis. 

Some believe that the situa- 
tion is due to the actions of un- 
scrupulous Russian business 
people and politicians in their 
attempt to make money of eve- 
rything. This seems plausible 
when one analyzes the rate 
changes of the ruble in one 
month. Demonstrating gymnas- 
tic prowess, the ruble fell to 20 
rubles for one US dollar, 
climbed back to six rubles (the 
rate before the crisis) and now 
is in free fall once again. 

Many think the crisis denotes 
the end of the political career of 
president Boris Yeltsin, who has 
grown politically weak and physi- 



cally ill. Yeltsin, now running the 
country from his rural residence 
outside of Moscow, demonstrates 
an inability to control the situa- 
tion. 

Trying to survive 

But the reasons for the crisis 
are of less importance now. Eve- 
ryone is consumed in finding a 



more and more people might 
join them 

“We are all like Lenin: they 
don't feed us, and yet don’t 
bury," is a popular aphorism of 
Ilya Serenko and many other 
Russian students. 

At the height of the crisis the 
stores bellied out, as citizens 
rushed to buy whatever they 
could in anticipation of ever- 




Pkesidcmt or Russia, Kokis Yeltsin 



means of survival, literally. The 
prices have risen two to four 
times yet salaries have re- 
mained the same. Furthermore, 
millions of Russians are yet to 
receive their severely devalued 
wages. Those most hurt are the 
ones depending on the govern- 
ment budget: public sector 
workers and pensioners are 
awaiting their 36 billion rubles. 

The government promises to 
repay the debt by printing more 
money, thus sending the coun- 
try into a dangerous, possibly 
boundless, cycle of rising infla- 
tion. 

Mikhail Skmakov, leader of 
the Federation of Independent 
Trade Unions, promises that 
October will bring many dem- 
onstrations and uprisings from 
the devastated Russian people; 
all leading to the resignation of 
Yeltsin. 

The slogans will probably re- 
semble the ones appearing at 
the recent marches: “Yeltsin-the 
enemy of the people," "Every- 
thing is lies" and "Down with 
this regime." 

The protests, usually organ- 
ized by labour unions and the 
Bolshevik party, show the 
wishes of a small number (so 
far) who advocate forceful op- 
position. They are a common 
occurrence in Moscow, but if 
the situation does not improve, 



rising inflation. Now, people 
buy sugar, salt, flour and other 
basic provisions in largu 
amounts expecting tougher 
days. 

The crisis has hit most sec- 
tors of society. The middle-class 
find their money worth nothing, 
and what remains in the banks 
they are trying to withdraw, 
standing for many hours in 
lines. On the other hand, the 
black market is flourishing by 
exchanging rubles and dollars 
when the banks run out of cur- 
rency. 

The poor find themselves in 
an even more critical situation. 
Reports say that thieves are 
stealing food from household 
refrigerators, adding a new 
touch to the usual violations. 

The majority of small busi- 
nesses are ruined. Having taken 
government loans, they are now 
unable to return the debt. Many 
employees are loft without jobs 
and may follow the trade unions 
appeal to an all-Russian strike 
in October. 

Despite this dark account of 
the Russian situation, many 
people are tired of the “crisis- 
talks.” 

"We are all fed up with dis- 
cussing the crisis," said Vasilii 
Kuznetsov, a student at Moscow 
State University. "It’s time to 
move on already." 



iMac 

has 

landed 




Sure, it looks like it comes from the future. 
But we can assure you, it's here today. 
iMac" is easy to buy (one decision). Easy 
t< ) set up ( just add electricity) and 
easy to use (< me click and belli >, internet ). 
So let us help you land an iMac today. 



PowerPC" G3 processor 
(faster than any Pentium IP), 
4-gigabyte hard disk, 

32 megabytes RAM.56K modem. 



Your special student price: 
$1,869 



Come see it on campus at: 



McGill Computer Store 
Burnside Hall Room 1 12 



Tel: (514)398-5025 
Fax: (514)398-5185 

Email: mcs@cc.mcgill.ca Web: http://ww.mcgill.ca/mcs 
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Yesterday’s Man 



Trying to Make it Today 



Joe Clark talks to tf 



bv Jason Chow 



On education 



Daily - During the previous 
election campaign, there was talk 
about national standards. At the 
same time, Harris is deregulating 
tuition fees in his province. [For 
example, University ofl Western 
(Ontario’s] Medical School tuition 
fees have risen 204%, Law School 
127 %, U ofT’s Law School more 
than 100 %. On the federal 
level.... 

Clark - 1 don’t know if the 
federal government can do g 
much about that. I think the 2 
federal government may be 
able to deal with the ques* § 
lions of de facto inter-pro- 
vincial barriers to the move- 
ment of people closer to ‘ 
things. Out 1 think that the 
fee structures are directly the 
responsibility of the prov- 
inces. The federal govern- 
ment may be able to help in 
that field by making money 
available, but 1 am not in fa- 
vour of targeted money. lain 
in support of the idea of block 
granting because I think that it 
does give authority — more au- 
thority — to where the constitu- 
tion puts it. It may be that if we 
are able to establish some type of 
leadership in establishing stand- 
ards for education — for the con- 
tent of education — that may lead 
to (providing! the auspices, a form 
or a place where there can be a 
discussion of the impact on stu- 
dents of fee structure deregula- 
tion.... 

Daily - That would mean tar- 
geted spending.... 

Clark - No, because it would 
only be discussion. 1 mean my 
short answer to your question is 
that is not a field where the fed- 
eral government can act. That is 
my short answer. But the whole 
purpose in trying to look at this 
question of standards and of fed- 
eral leadership is that it says that 
people need not be captive of 
their jurisdictions. It is possible 
it could cause people to use their 
jurisdictions as a basis upon 
which they can build rather than 
a bunker in which they try to 
hide. And 1 want to be clear again: 
I would want to focus that on 
standards. I would focus that on 



what we can accomplish, on the 
content of what is being taught. I 
think the internal arrangements of 
fee structures are matters that will 
forever remain provincial mat- 
ters.... 



On the future of the party 



Daily - How do you interpret 
the Sherbrooke by-election? Some 
critics, some pundits here in 



went on to win 20 seats across the 
country and nearly won another 
20 in Québec. I wish it would 
have been otherwise, but it 
wasn’t. What really is surprising 
about Sherbrooke is that Mr. 
Chrétien knew that we were un- 
prepared, which is why he called 
it. I was surprised he was so un- 
prepared. I would just assume he 
would be ready to win that by- 
election. 

Daily - The emphasis on per- 
sonality, repu- 




tation, and 
your experi- 



ence as 



s t a t e s m a n 
you’ve been 
playing up 
from the start. 
I’ve heard 



real, when there is such a sense 
of manipulation, I think the fact 
that, for a large part of the Cana- 
dian electorate, I am a known 
commodity (and seen to be a fa- 
vourable known commodity), is 
a very significant asset to this 
party, particularly in the time 
when the question whether you 
can trust any institutions. So, I 
make no apologies about that and 
I think it is a strong asset. 

On policy, Hugh (Segal) de- 
cided to call himself the policy 
candidate and in late (word 
couldn’t be deciphered)... and he 
put out a bunch of statements — 
some of which are stronger than 
others — but indicated an inter- 
est in policy. I keep getting re- 
ported in not making any policy 
statements despite the quite de- 



of them, for example, would be 
[the fact that] we have one of the 
most successful social systems in 
the world developed in a particu- 
lar point in time.... How do Cana- 
dians, in our tradition of being so 
effective in the development of 
the social safety net apply that to 
these modern circumstances. I 
think we should have people from 
Chicoutimi (Québec) and Seven 
Persons (Alberta) sitting down 
together to talk about that because 
I think they would find their ap- 
proaches rather similar. I person- 
ally, as a former Foreign Minister, 
would like us to take a look at why 
it was that Canada was so success- 
ful internationally, why we were 
so respected: how we can hold 
and apply that asset in a world 
that needs those kind of re- 
sources. 1 



Québec have written the Con- 
servatives off, as irrelevant, as a 
dead party. How do you interpret 
Sherbrooke? 

Clark - We were not prepared; 
in part, that's our fault. But Mr. 
Chrétien knew we were in the 
middle of a leadership campaign, 
so we were not in a position to 
win it. By the time the federal 
election comes around, there are 
ridings which we have a good 
shot at winning and 1 think there 
are 30 or 40 in Québec too, and 
we’ll be strongly prepared. I think 
the real question is... there will be 
the kind of support where a re- 
spected loader from outside 
Québec as there has been respect 
for a leader from inside Québec. I 
think that the answer to that, in 
my case, is yes. I think that in the 
time between the choice of the 
leader and the calling of the next 
election, I'll be able to build on 
the assets that I have to make this 
a stronger federal party in the 
Commons. I don't think that 
Sherbrooke will be long lost. Re- 
member the Brome-Mississquoi 
by-election three or four years 
ago: Charest campaigned three or 
four days himself and we came 
out of it with 3% of the vote^ Wo 



some criticizing 
that you're simply 
banking on your ex- 
perience and your 
reputation as op- 
posed to getting in- 
volved in a policy 
debate. Is experi- 
ence and reputa- 
tion that relevant these days of the 
recent ascent of Tony Blair in the 
UK, Bill Clinton's popularity in 
the U.S...? 

Clark - 1 think so, because it is 
a particular kind of experience - 
I’ll get to the policy question later 
- 1 offer two things. One is, I have 
worked in all aspects of the Ca- 
nadian system, and if I do say so, 
relatively successfully. The 
Charlottetown Accord was re- 
jected, nonetheless, an agreement 
never before reached. My period 
as Foreign Minister is widely re- 
garded as a successful period. 
There is that. 

But what I think is more im- 
portant is that I came out of 25 
years of public life as someono 
who is trusted and respected in 
the community. People had a 
chance to see me and come to 
some judgment about me. And 
that, in an age where so little is 





think we 
s h o u 1 d 
take a look 
at educa- 
t i o n a 1 
standards: 
what do 
we do, 
given juris- 
dictions, to 



ensure we 



are more 



Joe Clark: Mam with a Mission 



tailed positions I have taken on 
debt reduction, on productivity, 
on northern development, on fed- 
eralism, and a range of other ques- 



effective in 
achieving 
our educa- 
tion stand- 
ards. 

I am toying with an idea, (this 
may anticipate a speech next 
week): we have always talked 
about ourselves as a caring com- 



tions. So I guess what I’m doing inunity and it is a characteristic 

is pleading not guilty to the policy of Canada. We have shown more 



charge but I'm suspecting it’s care for our neighbors than oth- 
something that won’t hang ers. We are a real community. The 



around for some time. 



On Canadian character 



Daily - You mentioned upstairs 
[in the address to McGill stu- 
dents] about the essential Cana- 
dian values. You said you be- 



U.S. is more than less egalitarian. 
But we're also a culture that is 
quite accomplished. Some people 
would like to describe that as an 
entrepreneurial capacity, which 
in part, it is. That word seems to 
be almost too limiting in that it 
suggests too narrow a business 
focus. In fact, our entrepreneurs 



lieved that there is a consensus have been in all sorts of fields, 
on Canadian values and beliefs, charities, volunteering agencies, 



What are they? 

Clark - 1 tend to think of this 
in terms of goals and I would try 
to call a new conference on Ca- 
nadian goals. What I want to do 
is focus on Canadian goals. One 



and things like that. But there is 
an accomplishment culture and 
people come together to do things. 
It is empowering. It gives people 
the sense that they can do things 
together. 
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IE Daily 



One of the reasons I am inter- 
ested in this is that we need a 
much stronger sense in Canadian 
myth. And I use myth in the con- 
structive sense, not something 
misleading. And obviously, we 
can’t import someone else’s myth. 
They won’t fit here.... 

Daily - But how do you define 
it? The Americans have the 
American dream, the American 
western frontier.... 

Clark - Well, the frontier and 
the west — there is something of 
that in ours. Their [myth is about) 
a transforming civilization. And 
that is what they think they are. 
They think they are sort of the 
light upon the hill, guiding other 
nations... 

Part of our dilemma is our 
qualities are so much more quiet 
qualities. Our military mission is 
to achieve peace and keep it. |The 
Americanl military mission is to 
win wars. There is a big differ- 
ence. 

So where do you find [the Ca- 
nadian myth I? You find it in the 
co-ops, in the caisses populaires. 
You find in the strength of volun- 
tary activities in cities across the 
country. I think you find it in our 
communities. The question is, 
how do we define it? How do we 
give it a sense that we can talk 
about it more articulately than I 
am? How do we get it down to 
three or four lines so that people 
can put in their minds and say, 
“Yeah, those are the distinguish- 
ing characteristics of the coun- 
try....” 

Daily - But that is a 130 year- 
old problem.... 

Clark - Yes, it is. One of the 
reasons we have not been able to 
solve this problem in our 130 
years is that we’ve been so far 
apart. For a long time, to be far 
apart physically meant we didn’t 
realize we had a problem. People 
defined Canada in Medicine Hat 
[Albertal differently than they did 
in Sherbrooke. And we just sort 
of went along under the British 
flag. We can’t do that anymore, 
but we have now with so much 
mobility. 

I don’t know where [the stu- 
dents that 1 addressed) came from 
today, but I bet they came from a 
much wider net than a group at 
McGill 30 years ago would come 
from. And we have all these meth- 
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Linda McQuaig on the 
Cult of Impotence 



by Jeff Webber 




L ast Tuesday Linda 
McQuaig began her 
talk at Concordia Uni- 
versity with an attack ranging 
from our choices in the global 
economy to the current federal 
Liberals’ contribution to defi- 
cit hysteria, all the focus of her 
new book The Cult of Impo- 
tence. 

McQuaig's key objective 
was to instill in the audience 
the feeling that, despite popu- 
lar belief, regular people can 
change the present right wing 
agenda that fuels globalization. 

"Canadians have come to 
accept the notion that we have 
to go in this direction because 
we have no other alternative," 
she said. "My argument is that the 
government [is| not nearly so 
powerless as it [implies].” 

With the introduction of nebu- 
lous concepts such as "globaliza- 
tion” by financial market repre- 
sentatives, and the federal govern- 
ment inducing ‘deficit hysteria’ 
among the masses, McQuaig ar- 
gues that current political and fi- 
nancial elites want to reinforce 
the idea that we have no choice 
in the present global political en- 
vironment. . 



ods of modern communication. 
We must be able to find some way 
in which people can cherish 
dreams. 

We might have to do some 
physical things. We might have to 
make travel easier.. ..Most leaders 
of small countries have experi- 
ence across their small countries. 
Most leaders of our country, 
whether it is in the arts, in the 
media, or in politics — we sim- 
ply do not have much contact 
with the whole country. Surely, 
in this age, we can find some way 
to do that. 

So, the fact the problem has 
been around a long time doesn’t 
negate the possibility that we may 
have the technologies to help 
solve it. 

Daily - Thank you. 

Clark - You look a bit more 
skeptical about that than I am. I 
can see it on your face. 



“We’re told that governments 
are powerless to put in place the 
kind of politics we want. Instead, 
we have to do what the financial 
markets want. The problem with 
this is that it limits the govern- 
ment’s ability to put policies in 
place that we want,” she stated. 

Deficit Hysteria 

The supposed lack of choices 
that the government presents to 
the public, “was once blamed on 
the deficit,” according to 
McQuaig. “Now there is no defi- 
cit and we’re still being told this.” 

It was in finance minister Paul 
Martin's 1995 federal budget 
speech that McQuaig asserts the 
significant problems of poverty 
and monolithic, right wing policy 
decisions really began to make 
themselves felt. 

She noted that “in the 1995 
budget Paul Martin did his really 
big spending cuts. This was the 
time of what 1 would call ‘deficit 
hysteria’.” 

To escape the criticisms of 
naiveté lofted at many left wing 
commentators, McQuaig qualifies 
her argument that governments 
do have more power than they 
imply. 

“I'm not suggesting by this that 
there are no constraints on gov- 
ernment in the global economy. 
The constraints are the financial 
markets," she said. 

But to reinforce why this is so, 
McQuaig continued, "The reason 
the financial markets are so pow- 
erful today is because the govern- 
ments gave that power over to 
them." 



Globaliza- 
tion 

In her 
analysis of 
globalization, 
McQuaig 
made both 
convincing 
arguments 
against the 
misuse and 
abuse of the 
term ‘globali- 
zation’ by 
elites in both 
the govern- 
ment and fi- 
nancial sec- 
tors, and less 
convincing 
assertions that globalization has 
existed since the 1920s. 

There is this "magic concept of 
globalization.... Globalization 
changes everything we’re told. 
Governments can't control flow of 
capital, so financial elites have 
the power. But if you break this 
argument down it falls apart," she 
said. The argument is flawed, be- 
cause tbe same technology that is 
used by the financial elites to 
speed up capital flow can be used 
against them. 

One such tool that we could 
use, according to McQuaig, could 
be a small tax on speculative capi- 
tal every time it moves around 
from country to country. The tax 
would be too small to effect indi- 
vidual investors, but would act ns 
a deterrent to speculative capital 
suddenly abandoning a country 
or region, as happened in the 
Asian economic collapse. In ad- 
dition, the small tax would gen- 
erate $150-billion world wide, on 
an annual basis. 

The weaker argu- 
ment 

Where McQuaig’s argument on 
globalization falters, however, is 
in her comparison of the present 
global trade environment to that 
of the late nineteenth century. 

"But we’ve been able to move 
money almost simultaneously 
from London to New York since 
the 1860s," she said. 

McQuaig did concede that the 
méans of instantaneous capital 
flow from country to country have 
improved with the advance of 
computers, but she still placed far 
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too much emphasis on the simi- 
larities of pre-1920 global politics 
and global politics in the 1990s. 
Quite obviously the advance of 
computer technology has had a 
greater impact than McQuaig im- 
plied 

However, she made a very 
strong point when she com- 
mented on the potentially reverse 
consequences of computer tech- 
nology. 

“There’s a flipside to tbe com- 
puter, and that is that govern- 
ments can track all capital flows 
and even control them. Comput- 
ers are great at recording data," 
McQuaig said. Basically, the only 
obstacle remaining in the way of 
using computer technology 
against the financial elites, ac- 
cording to McQuaig, is tbe will- 
ingness of governments to do so. 

Bank Merger 

The Bank of Montreal and the 
Royal Bank too have adopted the 
scare tactic of globalization in 
their proposition for merging. 
McQuaig argued that what they 
say is necessary in the present 
onset of globalization, is really 
just the banks’ attempt to advance 
their own interests. 

What we hear is that bank 
mergers “are necessary in tbe glo- 
bal economy." McQuaig said. "In 
fact, the real purpose of bank 
mergers is good old fashion reduc- 
tion of competition right here in 
Canada." 

McQuaig pointed out that the 
reduction of competition is 
clearly a benefit for the banks 
alone, not Canadian consumers. 

The tragic consequences of a 
bank merger are not what Cana- 
dians want, but have accepted 
because there appears to be no 
choice, argued McQuaig. 

“There could be a loss of 
40,000 jobs in the banking sector. 
This would be and is very un- 
popular in the public so the banks 
invoke this notion of globaliza- 
tion,” she said. 

It is the notion of globalization 
that has seemed to transcend de- 
bate. McQuaig urged that regular 
Canadians recognize that the cur- 
rent trend in politics being ad- 
vanced under the guiso of globali- 
zation, remains legitimately de- 
batable. 
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PC 300 GL More 

stimulating than dorm 
coffee. It comes with 
Windows® 95, 32X CD- 
ROM, Sound Blaster 
card, 266MHz Pentium 
II processor, 32MB RAM 
and 4.2GB hard drive. 
Monitor not included. 
Starting at $1,799 



ThinkPad “385XD Fits 



conveniently under 
your toga. Comes pre-loaded with Windows* 98 
and includes 233MHz MMX’ U Intel* Pentium® pro- 
cessor, 32MB RAM, 3.2GB hard drive, 56 Kbps 
modem, 24X CD-ROM* and a 12.1" TFT screen. 
Starting at $2,799 after back to school 
$100 mail-in rebate.' 1 



BÉA* 



APTIVA” E2N This'll wake you up: 
AMD K6'"-2/266 3D NOW!’" processor, 
51 2K L2 cache, 32MB RAM, 4GB hard 
drive, ATI Rage Pro Turbo 3D graphics, 
32X CD-ROM, 56 Kbps modem, 
Windows' 98 and 2MB SGRAM. 15” Monitor 
included. Starting at $1,498 after 
back to school $100 mail-in rebate.' 



Scroll 
Point 
Mouse 

One mouse 
you'll want 
in residence. Lets 
you cruise in any 
direction without 
constant trips back 
to the navigation bars. 
Mail-in rebate of $20.' 



Cordless Computer 
Connection For the 

ultimate notebook mobility, 
this gives you the freedom 
to surf the net from any- 
» where - 

\ \ IBM inside or 



• j «lliry» 



inside or 
outside. 
Mail-in 
rebate of 
$30.' 






IBM Colour Flatbed 
Scanner Presentation 
is everything. Scan up to 
8.5" x 14“ in colour or 
and white 



of $30.' 



Visit www.ibm.com/pc/ca 




As no all-nighter is complete without a massive 
dose of coffee, you'll get a mega-sized thermal 

• . t 

mug from IBM, free when you come into your 

campus store and ask to demo an IBM PC. 
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McGill Computer Store 

Bortuide Hall Room 1 12. Tel : 398-5025 Fa : 398-5185 
Email : ma^ccmcplla Web : http’J/www.mcgilLa/ma 



Monda; I Dora to 5pm • Tuesday to Friday Tam lo Spur 



Quantities and availability may vary by location. Retailer may sell lor less. Prices accurale as ol August 14. 1998. 'Check campus store for promotion details and end dates. Monitor sold separately. Windows is a registered 
trade-mark ol Microsoft Corp Intel and Pentium are registered trade-marks, and MMX is a trade-mark of Intel Cotp. IBM. ThinkPad. Aptiva and ScrollPomt are either trade narks or registered trade-marks of IBM 
Corporation and are used under licence by IBM Canada Lid 




News Briefs 



Nfld's $4-million 
scholarship fund to 
begin in January 

By David Skinner and 
Jeanette Taylor 

ST. JOHN'S (CUP) Cash- 
strapped university students in 
Newfoundland will be eligible for 
a new provincial scholarship 
fund by January. The provincial 
government announced the $4- 
million program last March to 
bridge the gap between 1999 and 
2000, when the federal Millen- 
nium Scholarship Fund will kick 
in. The Newfoundland program 
will provide 4,000 post-secondary 
students awards of up to $1,000 
each based on financial need and 
academic merit. 

Tracey O'Reilly, president of 
the student union and a member 
of the drafting committee says 
“There was nothing there for the 
average student who needs 
money and we wanted to get away 
from the idea of it being solely 
merit based." 

Dale Kirby, president of the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Fed- 
eration of Students, says while the 
fund is a start, larger initiatives 
are also needed to curb student 



debt. 

"What we would like to see is 
a grant program, like the one [the 
provincial government) elimi- 
nated in 1993, that pays a much 
larger amount of students’ fees 
while they are at university and 
college," he said. 

Controversial educa- 
tion analyst ap- 
pointed to Millen- 
nium Fund 

By Andrew Sunstrum 

TORONTO (CUP) David 
Smith, who in 1996 called for 
deregulation of tuition fees and an 
income contingent loan repay- 
ment plan, was recently ap- 
pointed senior policy advisor for 
the Millennium Scholarship 
Fund. His appointment follows 
the controversial decision to 
name Jean Monty Canada’s third 
highest-paid chief executive of- 
ficer as head of BCE Inc. to over- 
see the fund. 

“He has spoken out on the side 
of privatization, i.e., downloading 
a considerable amount of the cost 
onto the individual," said Eliza- 
beth Carlyle, national chair for the 
Canadian Federation of Students. 



The Millennium Fund, an- 
nounced last fall by Jean Chretien, 
is aimed at equipping 100,000 
cash-strapped students per year 
with $3,000 for school, beginning 
in the year 2000. The money will 
dry up ten years later. 

Group won't appeal 
Cambior ruling. 

By Sonia Verma 

MONTRÉAL (CUP) Nearly a 
month after a Québec judge ruled 
against them, the group that tried 
to file a class-action suit on be- 
half of 23,000 Guyanese against 
Montreal-based, gold-mining gi- 
ant Cambior Inc., has announced 
it will not appeal the decision.The 
non-profit group can’t afford any 
more legal bills, said Dermot 
Travis, a spokesman for 
Recherches Internationales 
Québec. 

The case has already cost the 
group more than $30,000, most of 
which was raised through dona- 
tions. An appeal would cost an- 
other $15,000, Travis said. Yet he 
still wants to establish a legal 
precedent in Canada, and hopes 
the courts will eventually face a 
similar case. 



SSMU Dental Plan 



(continued from front page) 

To counter these allegations, 
Bukman contends that; “dentists 
can charge whatever they want,” 
but that most follow the fee guide 
closely. He reminds us that; “den- 
tists are professionals and have 
professional obligations regard- 
less of financial gain" and cited 
that those who are on social as- 
sistance are assured dental care 
despite the fact that their govern- 
ment subsidy pays dentists much 
less than ASEQ does. 

Both Dolman and Bukman 
agree that dentists are not averse 
to offering discounts to students. 
Lorenzo Pederzani, SSMU’s VP 
finance and operations feels the 
QDSA is opposed to the plan be- 
cause; "dentists are undercutting 
each other" — some dentists are 
offering discounts while others 
are not. 

Dolman’s other major com- 
plaint, that is shared by many 
McGill students, is how incon- 
venient and undemocratic the 
ASEQ opt-out process is. Dolman 
believes that it should be; 
"SSMU’s responsibility to deal 
with the student," rather than 
force them to "opt-out in person 
at the headquarters of a private 
company." He calls the current 
system "undemocratic." 

In today’s age of technology, 
McGill students can register by 
phone, but can not opt-out by us- 
ing more contemporary methods. 



The ASEQ refuses to accept opt- 
outs by phone, fax, e-mail and 
even registered mail. 

Pederzani admitted the opt-out 
procedure is an “issue.", but he 
also offers the argument that the 
status quo is "cheaper." He stated 
that there have been talks to 
maybe; “move [the opt-out bu- 
reaucracy! on-site;” but in doing 
so it would create “administrative 
difficulties” because it would en- 
tail moving all the computer data 
bases on-site also. 

The opt-out period this autumn 
is the slender 10 days between 
September 23 and October 6. The 
opt-out period for the winter term 
is from January 19 until February 
1 . All opt-outs are processed at the 
ASEQ offices located at 2045 
Stanley, suite 200. In order to opt- 
out you must provide proof of al- 
ternate coverage. Once you opt-out 
you can not re-enroll in the plan 
in the same school year. 

Pederzani believes that man- 
datory health and dental coverage 
for McGill students is a "social 
choice." The plan is designed so 
that students who do not have al- 
ternate coverage do not opt-out 
and jeopardize their health for the 
remainder of the year. He adds 
that if the majority of students 
opted-out, the premiums would 
rise for those remaining in the 
plan. 

Pederzani no longer sees the 
ASEQ as the insurance brokerage 



some do. He praises them for of- 
fering an “innovative” plan that 
"no one else could offer." He 
presents the argument that the 
ASEQ is now servicing the plan 
also. He claims that SSMU could 
not offer the same quality of cus- 
tomer service that the ASEQ does. 
Last year alone, they received 
over 250 000 calls from students 
inquiring about the plan. Other 
administrative duties performed 
by the ASEQ include sorting stu- 
dents into one of the 32 different 
categories the Quebec govern- 
ment has established for its health 
care subsidies. 

Bukman’s doctrine is to make 
dental care affordable and avail- 
able to all students since; “it is all 
about prevention.” He asserts that 
part of the QDSA’s mandate “is to 
increase [dentists’] revenue." He 
says the Order of Dentistry has the 
"mandate to govern the profes- 
sion and they have made no com- 
plaint against the ASEQ." 

Dolman’s position is that a 
“private corporation can not be 
expected to objectively evaluate 
health care needs." He feels they; 
"have total control over SSMU;" 
and that money should be; "rein- 
vested back to the students." 

Pederzani claims that SSMU is 
not profiting financially at all 
from this plan. The SSMU re- 
ceives “$60 000 each year for the 
promotion of the plan... which we 
do in the Tribune." 
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Canadian AIDS 
Memorial Quilt 




CANADIAN AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT 
LA COURTEPOINTE COMMEMORATIVE 
CANA DIENNE DU SIDA 

Display of Quilt Sections: 
Monday, September 28 
10:30 AM-6:00 PM 
Tuesday, September 29 
10:30 AM-5 :00 PM 
Redpath Hall 
McGill University 

Presented by: 

McGill Student Health Service 

to commemorate 
AIDS Awareness Week 1998 




advertising: 

398-6790 




The Student Aid Office presents: 

FREE BUDGET SEMINARS 

Leant howto stretch your dollar through smart 
budgeting and helpful hints on saving money. 

Seminars will be held in the Powell Student Services building at 
3637 Peel Street in room 204 (*205) on the following dates: 

Mon., Sept. 21, 12:00-1:00 p.m Thuis,, Sept 24, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 22, 10:00-1 1 :00 a.m. Mon., Sept 28, 12:00-1:00 p.m 
Wed, ScpL 23, BO-2 JO p.m Tues., Sept 29, 3:00-1:00 p.m 

There nill be further seminars offered. A seminar can also be 
arranged at your convenience Please contact the Student Aid 
Office at 398-6013/14 for more information. 



9 



... 



Monday, Se ptember 21, 1998 The McGill Daily 






I 



i 



Monday, September 21, 1998 

Kosher Sex 

with Rabbi Shmuel Boteach 




and uncom- 
fortablü for 
liis audience. 

R a b b i 
Boteach basi- 
cally dis- 
cussed the 
import a u t 
and funda- 
mental issues 
in Jewish 
marriage. He 
believes that 
the most cru- 
cial element 
in marriage is 

the spouse’s ability “to focus on his 
or her partner.” We should devote 
ourselves entirely to our partner so 
that we can become like one organ- 
ism "One plus one should equal 
one.” 

Rabbi Boteach feels that "mar- 
riages are disintegrating because of 
societal sexual distractions and an 



Rabbi Shmuel Boteach discusses kosher sex 



increasing contempt for mod- 
esty." Images of sexy women in 
the media are to be blamed for the 
fact that a high number of men 
imagine their wives to be some- 
one else while having sex. He also 
purports that our lack of modesty 
is turning sox into a performance 
art rather than an act of love. Fur- 



ther, people who “have sex with 
the lights on are more concerned 
and fearful of their performance” 
than anything else. 

He also believes that people 
who frequently parade around the 
house naked together are turning 
their bodies into commonplace ob- 
jects rather than instruments of 



Hearings Into RCMP Actions 



at APEC Postponed 



erotica. Sex, according to 
Rabbi Boteach, should not be 
0 about performance and not 
o made ordinary by a lack of 
2 modesty but should be an 
js event where the "body peels 
g away..." 

Rabbi Boteach 's attempt to 
define marriage was mired in 
idealism. He did not take into 
account the reality that many 
relationships fall apart be- 
cause of abusive spouses and 
not because of media distrac- 
tions. Me conveniently 
avoided the issue of destruc- 
tive relationships because this 
simply conflicted with bis idea 
that marriage is forever. 

He also fails to discuss or de- 
fine adequately his concept of un- 
diluted devotion; does this mean 
that we should sacrifice our indi- 
viduality in order to better merge 
as one with our spouse.? He ne- 
gated the place of the individual 
in the “sacred union of love." 



by Douglas Quan 



by Lori Bra.un 

L ast Wednesday Rabbi 
Shmuel Boteach gave a 
talk at the Jewish Cultural 
Centre in Westmount to promote 
his new hook entitled "Kosher 
Sex". Rabbi Shmuel Boteach is a 
well known personality in the 
U.K. He has appeared numerous 
times on radio and television in- 
cluding BBC television discuss- 
ing all sorts of contemporary is- 
sues. To his credit he has also 
written seven books on topics 
ranging from sexuality to the ex- 
istence of God. 

Those attending the talk were 
almost entirely elderly, affluent 
Jewish couples. These couplus 
were clearly enjoying them- 
selves; they chortled at the nu- 
merous sharp jokes told by the 
Rabbi Boteach. 

His undeniable charisma and 
charm legitimized a topic which 
could potentially be scandalous 



VANCOUVER (CUP) A hearing 
into the actions of RCMP officers 
during last year’s APEC confer- 
ence has been postponed for three 
weeks to give complainants and 
their lawyers more time to pre- 
pare. 

“We have concluded it’ll be in 
the best interest that there be a 
three-week adjournment," Gerald 
Morin, chair of the RCMP Public 
Complaints Commission hearings 
panel, said to a packed room Mon- 
day. 

A request to have the procced- 
ings adjourned was rejected by 
the three commission panelists 
earlier this month. But lawyers for 
the com plainants decided to press 
the issue again when the British 
Columbia Federation of Labour 
announced last Friday it would 
contributeSlU.OOO to a campaign 
to raise money for the lawyers, 
who have so far been volunteer- 
ing their time. 

Because there is now an assur- 
ance that they will be compen- 
sated, lawyers can proceed with 
helping their clients prepare for 
the hearings, lawyer Joseph Arvay 
told the commission Monday. 
"The bottom line is I have done 



nothing to prepare for this in- 
quiry," he said. 

His client, Craig Jones, who 
was arrested during the meeting 
of 15 Pacific Rim leaders held at 
the University of British Colum- 
bia, said he was pleased with the 
panel's decision. 

“I think wo achieved what we 
wanted to achieve,” ho said. 
“We've got an adjournment, we’ve 
got funding. There’s no point to 
argue this through the media [any 
longer!." 

Still, some complainants say 
they're not convinced the inquiry 
- which they say has been skewed 
in favour of the RCMP from the 
start - will he fair, and are threat- 
ening to boycott the proceedings. 

They say they haven’t been 
given access to crucial docu- 
ments, nor have they been free to 
issue direct summons to certain 
government officials, including 
the prime minister. 

“We think that this is a victory 
for students, but a qualifed vic- 
tory," said student Garth Mullins, 
a member of a group of 27 com- 
plainants. 

But in announcing his deci- 
sion, Morin stressed the commis- 



sion’s impartiality. “We are inde- 
pendent citizens and as inde- 
pendent citizens we will give a 
fair and impartial hearing for all," 
he said. "We give you our pledge 
to that." 

At least one party in the hear- 
ing was not satisfied with Morin’s 
decision to adjourn. 

Lawyer James Williams, who 
is representing RCMP Staff Sgt. 
Hugh Stewart, says his client 
wants the hearing to proceed as 
planned. 

Stewart has been unfairly por- 
trayed by the media “without 
criticism or rebuttal,” be said. 

“He has been vilified, por- 
trayed as a monster.. .he wants this 
hearing to proceed," Williams 
said. 

Stewart was the central figure 
in a pepper-spraying incident re- 
corded on video during the sum- 
mit. 

Last week, leaked internal 
documents suggested that high- 
ranking federal officials, includ- 
ing primo minister Jean Chretien, 
directed RCMP officers to limit 
protests during the APEC confer- 
ence in order to prevent possible 
embarrassment to then-Indone- 



sian president Suharto. 

Commission lawyer Chris 
Considine said he wouldn’t rule 
out calling 

Chretien as a witness if it is 
found that he has relevant evi- 
dence to give to the commission. 

Considine, who will meet with 
complainants over the next three 
weeks to discuss the disclosure of 
documents, also urged the public 
not to pass judgment based on the 
leaked documents. 

The hearings are scheduled to 
resume Oct. 5. 



It is also extremely perverse to 
get love tips from a religious leader. 
No one should have the power to 
tell us not to parade around the 
house naked or not to have sex 
with the lights on. If this is what 
turns us on then maybe it was 
meant to be. In the same way, if 
getting love tips from a Rabbi turns 
someone on well then maybe that’s 
O.K., too. 

Even though Rabbi Shmuel was 
hip to many contemporary issues 
his ideology remained mired in 
tradition and somewhat inapplica- 
ble in a society where the institu- 
tion of marriage is hardly even con- 
sidered as an option. His talk 
would have been more beneficial 
had he addressed the reality that 
many relationships have already 
disintegrated to the point of no 
return. He ignores this for the sake 
of expounding somewhat irrel- 
evantly the virtues of true love. 



The McGill Daily Editorial 
Board is opening elections 
for the following positions: 
News Editor 

Culture Editor 

Online-Office Manager 

For more information, Come down 
to the Daily Office, Shatner B-03 to 
speak to an editor 
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daily 

classifieds 

Ads may be placed through the Dailyl 
Business Office, Room B-07, Universityl 
Centre, 9h00-14h00. Deadline is 14hOO,| 
two working days prior to publication. 
McGill Students & Staff (with valid ID): 
$4.75 per day, 3 or more consecutive 
days, $4.25 per day. General Public: 
$6.00 per day, or $5.00 per day for 3 or 
more consecutive days. Extra charges 
may apply, prices include applicable GST 
or PST. Full payment should accompany 
your advertising order and may be made 
in cash or by personal cheque (for 
amounts over $20. only). For more infor- 
mation. please visit our office or call 398- 
6790. WE CANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED 
ADS OVER THE PHONE. PLEASE CHECK 
YOUR AD CAREFULLY WHEN IT APPEARS 
IN THE PAPER. The Dally assumes no 
financial responsibility for errors, or dam- 
ages due to errors. Ad will re-appear free 
of charge upon request if information is 
incorrect due to our error. The Daily 
reserves the right not to print any classi- 
fied ad. 



Earn $100-$200/day 

Master School of Bartending - bartend- 
ing & table service. Complete placement 
agency. Leaders in the hospitality industry 
for 16 yrs. McGill rate 849-2828. 



Females needed by professional photogra- 
pher for lingerie/nude modelling, good pay, 
phone Steph 737-8176 



Travel-Teach English. 

5 day/40 hr Sept. 23-27. TESOL teacher 
cert, course (or by corresp.) 1000's of jobs 
available. NOW. Free Info pack, toll free 1- 
888-270-2941. 



WORDPROCESSING/TYPING 



Success To All Students 

WordPerfect 5.1 Term papers, resumes, 

applications, transcription ol tapes. Editing of 
grammar. 30 years experience. 
$1.25/D.S.P.(same day $1.50) 7 Days/ 
week. On Campus/Peel/ Sherbrooke. 
Paulette 288-9638 



WORD PROCESSING, EDITING ol term- 
papers, theses, reports, etc. Word-perfect 
5.1 Fast accurate, reliable service, close to 
McGill. Call Brigitte 282-0301. 



Georgio Tailor 

Specialist in repairs of all kinds-men & 
women-professional work guaranteed. 
Student discount 20%-30% off. Example reg- 
ular pant hem $4. 1118 St Catherine West 
#406. 879-5649. 



Loveseats 2 matching, mint condition, 
tones of beige/mauve. $300 for both. 489- 
4232. 

LESSONS/COURSES 



Come and Practice your French with 
■ Francophones. Bilingual Club Half and Half. . 
I Tel. 465-9128. | 

Kundalini Yoga & Meditation 

As taught by Yogi Sha|an. Ongoing classes at 
downtown location. Info: 488-6808. 



HOTEL CENTRE-VILLE 



large rooms 
entirely equipped 
fridge provided 
from$450/month 

843-2483 



Great Guitar Teacher. Master of Music 
from McGill. Over 10 years exp. Rates Good, 
beginners welcome. Call Mike 2764)429. 



Voice Lessons 

Experienced teacher. Studio near McGill. 
Private classes, workshops, recitals. Improve 
your sound & musicianship. 844-8343. 



US Visa Lottery. 998-1591. 



Prima Computer Books: The most impor- 
tant peripherals you'll ever own. Ask in the 
Campus Bookstore ■ fast and easy; in a week- 
end; admin guides, and more. 



SEE THEM LIVE IN CONCERT 

TUESDAY SEPT. 22 @ 8PM AT IE SPECTRUM 
CD available everywhere 

matey playground 



fThe Daily hasTix & CDs: 
: for our lucky readers! ! 

THE McGILL DAILY 

I', (Limited quantity. F " 



Exercise those hard-to-reach places in your brain. Sit yourself 
down in front of a new iMac'* computer from Apple* iMac 
is a high-powered computer, and it’s also the essence of simplicity. 
It’s easy to buy (no extra decisions). Easy to set up ( just 
add electricity). And easy to use (one click and hello, internet). 
iMac will definitely stimulate your mind. And with special 
student pricing, it won’t clean out your wallet. 



PowerPC'" G3 processor 
(faster than any Pentium ll‘), 
-(-gigabyte hard disk, 

32 megabytes RAM, 56K modem. 



Your special student price: 

$ 1,869 

Come see it on campus at: 

McGill Computer Store 
llurnskle Hull Room 112 
Tel: (514) 398-5025 
Fax: (514) 398-5185 

Email: mcstrpcc.mcgill.ca W'eb: hup://w\v\v.mcgill.ca/mc.s 
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NOTICE TO READER : Be aware that your health plan no longer covers you for $100 
towards the purchase of prescription glasses. As of August 31, 1998 you are only covered 
for $75. In order to encourage you, we have increased our savings plan for you. 




EYE EXAMINATION 

MCGILL'S HEALTH PLAN FULLY COVERS YOUR EYE EXAMINATION 
(VALUE $40) AT MES YEUX TES YEUX OPTOMETRISTS 



GLASSESc^y 0 

GET $150 OFF PURCHASE OF PRESCRIPTION GLASSES WITH 
YOUR MCGILL HEALTH PLAN ONLY AT: 





DR. F. MAROUN, OD 

EXAMPLE OF SAVINGS: 

I. EYE EXAM = $40 

II. Rx GLASSES WITH SCRATCH RESISTANT LENSES = $265 

YOUR DISCOUNT WITH US = $190 

YOUR COST FOR BOTH = $115 
YOUR GUARANTEE = 2 YEARS 

Come And Visit Us At 




(comer Mackay) 

OR CALL US FOR AN APPOINTMENT : 




Also visit our 2nd location in 
TMR Shopping Centre 
(341-2020) 
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